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Beginning today, Expo visitors can go aboard the 10,000-ton State of Maine.

Anything Less Would Be Odd, Indeed!

Entire State of Maine Arrives
By TONY BURMAN
The entire State of Maine
visited Expo on the weekend
— boosting attendance to one
more (ship) than before.
The 10.000 ton vessel served
in 1944 as General Dwight
E i s e n h o w e r ’s com
munications ship during the
Normandy invasion.
Docking near the Expo Ex
press route in Bickerdike
Basin, the State of Maine is
slated to remain for seven
days. Beginning today, visi
tors will be permitted aboard.
Since its harried history in
World War II, the ship has
gone the way of most acti
vists and is now being used
for training cadets of the
Maine Maritime Academy.
These cadets — training
for the merchant marine,
navy and coast guard—make
use of the ship’s unique
equipment. This includes a
floating laboratory, class
rooms and dormitories.
Sponsored by Expo’s Visit
ing Ships program, it will
play host to the governor of
Maine tomorrow, the state’s
national day. His press con
ference is among day-long
celebrations honoring the
eastern state.
As the ship glided slowly
into tow, the hundreds of men
and women who were waiting
patiently caught the first
glimpse of the sturdy-looking
corps of 300 cadets.
From yesterday’s '.turnout,
women seem to get a bigger
kick out of ships (or is it
sailors?) than men. They
outnumbered the latter twoto-one.
Late Arrival
The ship arrived 18 minutes
after its scheduled 5 p.m.
arrival time. Included in the
vessel’s complement are 50
officers, its commander, Cap
tain H. Johnson and the
cadets.
Drifting in 30 minutes after
the State of Maine was an
other of America’s fleet—the

Eagle, a U.S. Coast Guard
ship.
A square-rigged sailing
ship, the onlookers admired
her more for her beauty than
for her punctuality. She car
ries 21,350 square feet of sail.
She was almost two hours

behind slated arrival time.
Nevertheless, the E a g l e
proved also to be a leaf from
World War II files.
She was originally a train
ing ship for German cadets
but was taken by the U.S. as
reparations for the war.

